A reading from the Book of Jeremiah

The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: "Come, go down to
the potter's house, and there I will let you hear my words." So I went
down to the potter's house, and there he was working at his wheel.
The vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the potter's hand,
and he reworked it into another vessel, as seemed good to him. Then
the word of the Lord came to me: Can I not do with you, O house of
Israel, just as this potter has done? says the Lord. Just like the clay
in the potter's hand, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel. At one
moment I may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom, that I will
pluck up and break down and destroy it, but if that nation,
concerning which I have spoken, turns from its evil, I will change my
mind about the disaster that I intended to bring on it. And at another
moment I may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom that I will
build and plant it, but if it does evil in my sight, not listening to my
voice, then I will change my mind about the good that I had intended
to do to it. Now, therefore, say to the people of Judah and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem: Thus says the Lord: Look, I am a potter
shaping evil against you and devising a plan against you. Turn now,
all of you from your evil way, and amend your ways and your doings.

Listen for God’s Word

Our hearts are open.



A reading from “Our Relationship with Creation”, Br. Keith Nelson,
SSJE

Br. Keith Nelson was raised Baptist, studied at Kenyon College and
Harvard Divinity School, and practiced Buddhist meditation before life
professing as an Episcopal monastic with the Society of St. John the
Evangelist in 2019.

When we violate, abuse, exploit, or even simply ignore non-human
creatures, we are rejecting a core dimension of our humanity and of
God’s calling for us. We are crucifying the earth. We are interrupting,
speaking over, or bickering with God’s gentle language of love, in
which each creature is like a syllable of the living Word. Each
creature is an instance of Divine Gift, God’s gift to Godself, the love
language of the Trinity. We believe God became a Creature in Jesus
Christ and redeemed Creation from the inside out so that we
creatures can participate directly in this infinite pattern of God’s
giving-and-receiving.

Listen for God’s Word

Our hearts are open.



May God be with you

And also with you

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ

Now large crowds were travelling with Jesus; and he turned and said
to them, "Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and
mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life
itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not carry the cross and
follow me cannot be my disciple. For which of you, intending to build
a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether
he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a
foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule
him, saying, 'This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.' Or
what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit
down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to
oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? If he
cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation
and asks for the terms of peace. So therefore, none of you can
become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions."

The Gospel of Christ

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ



